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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 12906 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MILL IT, UNGA, CB 

SUBJECT: KHMER CREDENTIALS AND NUNN AMENDMENT 
REF: (A) STATE 192437; (B) STATE 202766 

1. THE AMBASSADOR CALLED ON MFA SECRETARY GENERAL ROBERTO GAJA 
TO CONVEY THE STRONG AMERICAN INTEREST IN THE KHER CREDENTIALS 
ISSUE AT THE CURRENT SESSION OF UNGA. DRAWING FROM POINTS 
CONTAINED IN REFTEL, THE AMBASSADOR EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT THE 
ITALIANS WOULD FOLLOW THE COURSE ADOPTED DURING THE CONSIDERATION 
OF THE ISSUE AT THE 28TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY SESSION AND WOULD VOTE 
AGAINST ANY CHALLENGE TO THE CREDENTIALS OF THE LEGITIMATE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE KHMER REPUBLIC. 

2. GAJA EXPRESSED AGREEMENT WITH THE POINTS RAISED BY THE 
AMBASSADOR, AND STATED THAT ITALY WILL CONTINUE TO SUPPORT THE 
RIGHT OF THE KHMER REPUBLIC, WITH WHICH IT HAS DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS, TO MEMBERSHIP IN THE UNITED NATIONS. GAJA 
MENTIONED RECEIVING DISTURBING ESTIMATES THAT THE SUPPORTERS 
OF THE KHMER INSURGENT REGIME MIGHT WELL SUCCEED THIS YEAR 
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IN OBTAINING ENOUGH VOTES TO UNSEAT THE KHMER REPUBLIC. 
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3. THE AMBASSADOR USED THE OCCASION OF HIS MEETING WITH 
GAJA TO CALL ITALIAN ATTENTION TO THE PROVISIONS OF 
SECTION 302 OF PUBLIC LAW 93-365 WHICH AFFECT NATO AND US 
FORCES IN EUROPE. THE AMBASSADOR STRESSED THAT THE US WILL 
KEEP ITS ALLIES FULLY INFORMED OF ANY SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS 
THAT MAY RESULT FROM COMPLIANCE WITH THIS LAW. 

4. GAJA STATED THAT HE WOULD DRAW THE ATTENTION OF THE 
FOREIGN MINISTER AND OTHER APPROPRIATE OFFICIALS TO THE 
PROVISIONS OF THE NUNN AMENDMENT AND OBSERVED THAT THE 
ITALIANS APPRECIATE THE READINESS OF THE US TO CONSULT 
WITH ITS ALLIES ON DEFENSE MATTERS AFFECTED BY THE NEW LAW. 

HE DID EXHIBIT A MEASURE OF CONCERN OVER THE POSSIBLE 

EFFECTS OF THE NUNN AMENDMENT ON THE OVERALL NATO POSTURE. VOLPE 
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